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BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

January  22,  1808. 
Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

By  order, 

MILTON  Y.  KIDD, 

Chief  Clerk. 
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Destitute  People  in  the  States    Wasted 
hy  Civil   Wa?\ 


ANNAPOLIS  : 

WM.  THOMPSON  op  R..  Printer. 
1868. 


REP  0  R  T . 


To  the  General  Assembly  of  Manjland : 

The  Commissioners  appointed  under  an  Act  passed  by 
your  Honorable  Body  at  its  January  session,  18G7,  entitled 
^'An  Act  to  appropriate  One  Hundred  Thoiisand  Dollars  for 
the  relief  of  the  destitute  people  in  States  wasted  by  civil  ivar,'' 
beg  leave  to  report : 

That  in  pursuance  of  the  fifth  section  of  said  Act,  the 
parties  therein  named  as  Commissioners,  that  is,  his  Excel- 
lency, Thomas  Swann,  Governor  of  the  State;  Israel  M. 
Parr,  Esq.,  President  of  tlie  Corn  and  Flour  Exchange; 
Albert  Schumacher,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  Lawrence  Sangston,  held  a 
meeting  on  the  1st  April,  1867,  and  proceeded  to  organize 
their  body  in  accordance  to  the  directions  of  tlie  Act  afore- 
said, by  the  election  of  Messrs.  Alexander  Rieman,  Philip  P. 
Pendleton  and  Thomas  W.  Levering  as  additional  Commis- 
sioners. 

That  having  been  notified  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  State, 
Robert  Fowler,  Esq.,  that  the  State  Treasury  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation,  and  would  not  be  until  the  1st 
July,  and  the  exigencies  of  the  case  not  admitting  of  delay, 
Messrs.  Swann  and  Schumacher  were  appointed  a  committee 
of  finance  to  negotiate  with  the  banks  and  individuals  for 
an  advance  of  the  amount  required.  This  was  done  at  an 
expense  (at  6  per  cent,  interest)  of  $983.80,  as  will  appear  in 
the  general  account  rendered. 

At  the  same  time  it  was  determined  to  give  public  notice 
through  the  newspapers,  that  the  commissioners  would  re- 
ceive private  contributions,  either  in  money  or  provisions,  as 
an  addition  to  the  State  aj)propriation,  and  place  them 
wherever,  in  their  judgment,  they  were  most  needed. 

This  notice  resulted  in  an  accretion  to  the  fund  of  $6,- 
623.65  in  money  and  a  large  quantity  of  provisions,  (a  tab- 
ular statement  of  which  is  herewith  annexed,)  in  all  estimated 
as  representing  a  money  value  of  over  |21,000  ;  and  in  this 
connection  it  may  be  interesting  to  state,  that  while  all  the 
counties  of  our  own  State  responded  to  the  call  with,  great 
promptness,  fully  one-half  of  the  provisions  thus  received 
came  from  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  which  but  two  years  pre- 
vious was  passing  througli  the  same  ordeal,  and  receiving  tbe 
same  kind  of  assistance  from  this  State. 


The  Board  of  Commissioners  thus  organized,  proceeded 
with  all  promptness  to  carry  out  the  object  of  their  creation. 

Believing  that  an  organized  system  of  distribution  through 
the  constituted  authorities  of  the  different  Southern  States, 
would  be  more  effective  than  any  attempt  on  their  part  to 
relieve  individual  cases  or  localities,  they  directed  their  Sec- 
retary, Lawrence  Sangston,  to  notify  the  Governors  of  North 
and  South  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Alabama,  of  the  probable 
quantity  of  food  that  would  be  sent  to  their  respective  States, 
and  to  request  them  to  appoint  local  committees  in  the  various 
parts  of  their  States  most  in  need,  to  allot  the  proportions  to 
those  localities,  and  furnish  the  Secretary  with  the  necessary 
instructions  for  shipment,  which  would  be  done  by  the  Com- 
missioners free  of  all  expense. 

The  Governors  of  those  States  at  once  made  the  suggested 
arrangements,  and  with  all  possible  speed  the  shipments 
were  made. 

It  was  found  impracticable  to  ship  provisions  to  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi  from  this  city,  except  at  too  great  a  cost  both 
of  time  and  money,  and  the  market  of  New  Orleans  being 
better  and  more  economically  suited  for  the  purpose,  the 
board  constituted  J.  W.  Zacharie,  Esq.,  an  old  and  promi- 
nent merchant  of  that  city,  their  agent  for  the  purchase  and 
distribution  of  food  in  the  flooded  districts  of  Louisiana, 
where  great  destitution  prevailed,  and  for  that  purpose  placed 
$11,000  in  his  hands. 

Mr.  Zacharie  entered  upon  this  duty  with  great  zeal,  and 
succeeded  in  having  all  the  supplies  purchased  by  him  for- 
warded to  the  different  parts  of  the  State  by  the  river  steam- 
ers and  transportation  companies,  free  of  freight  or  charges. 

For  the  same  reasons,  |8,000  in  money  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Gov.  Benj.  G.  Humphreys,  of  Mississippi,  to  be 
used  in  the  same  manner,  and  $2,500  forwarded  to  D.  M. 
Barringer^  Esq. ,  President  of  the  State  Relief  Commission 
of  North  Carolina,  for  the  purchase  of  provisions  in  the  ex- 
treme western  part  of  that  State,  which  was  not  accessible 
by  the  transportation  lines  of  this  city. 

Shortly  after  the  organization  of  the  Commission,  two  of 
its  members,  Messrs.  Pendleton  and  Sangston,  were  directed 
to  proceed  to  Washington  city  and  confer  with  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  the  Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  with  a  view  of  pro- 
3uring  transportation  by  Government  vessels.  A  resolution 
had  passed  Congress  at  its  recent  session  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  to  use  government  transports  for  the  con- 
veyance of  food,  limited  however,  doubtless  by  some  error 
or  accident,  to  the  single  port  of  Wilmington,  N.  C.  Mr. 
Welles  promptly  agreed  to  furnish  the  necessary  transporta- 
tion to  that  point,  and  although  not  strictly  in   accordance 


with  tlu;  resolution  ot'  Congress,  i)laceil  at  tlic  disposal  of  the 
Commissioners,  the  United  States  store  ship  "  Keliet,"  which 
was  disi)atched  with  all  speed  to  Mohile,  Alabama,  witli  a 
iiiU  cargo  of  corn  and  l)acon.  And  the  Commissioners  wouM 
hero  take  the  oi>portiinity  of  thanking  Capt.  Samuel  Belden 
and  the  officers  of  the  "  Relief,"  for  the  promjjtness  with 
which  the  ship  was  loaded  and  dispatched,  and  the  skill 
which  enabled  them  to  make  a  very  short  voyage  at  an  un- 
propitious  season  of  the  year. 

In  making  acknowledgments  ior  lacilities  rendered  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  work,  the  Commissioners  would  find  it 
difllicult  to  recognize  any  special  service  ;  the  feelings  and 
sympathies  of  all  our  people  were  enlisted — all  the  railroads 
of  our  city  and  steamers  on  the  Chesapeake  brought  the  con- 
tributions to  the  city  free  of  charge — no  commissions  were 
charged  for  jjurchasing  or  storage,  and  in  the  shipments 
South,  concessions  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  were  always 
made. 

Late  in  the  summer  and  after  the  food  crisis  to  a  great  ex- 
tent had  passed,  the  Commissioners  found  a  balance  in  their 
hands  arising  from  private  contributions  of  $3,383.40.  They 
appropriated  of  this  amount  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by 
yellow  fever  in  Galveston  and  New  Orleans,  $1,446.96;  to  the 
Ladies  Southern  Relief  Association  of  Baltimore,  $1,186.44; 
to  be  used  for  special  cases  of  destitution  in  the  Southern 
states,  and  to  the  Ladies  Depository  of  Baltimore,  $750;  the 
object  of  the  latter  institution,  is  to  furnish  employment  to 
destitute  women  in  the  South. 

It  is  perhaps  out  of  place  to  refer  to  this  distribution  of 
funds,  strictly  forming  no  part  of  the  State's  appropriation, 
but  the  two  funds,  particularly  in  the  distribution  of  food, 
had  become  so  blended  together  that  it  was  impossible  to 
separate  them,  and  hence  the  Secretary  has  consolidated  them 
in  one  report,  as  being  more  intelligible  and  as  evidencing  the 
appreciation  of  the  people  of  the  State,  of  the  generosity  of 
its  Legislature. 

The  Commissioners  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  go 
into  any  lengthened  detail  of  what  has  been  accomplished  by 
this  noble  charity;  the  sub-reports  of  the  local  committees 
which  have  been  forwarded  by  the  Governors  of  the  different 
States,  while  they  contain  little  beyond  a  narration  of  names, 
bushels  and  pounds,  tell  a  sad  and  painful  story — a  destitu- 
tion impossible  to  be  realized  by  any  one  not  brought  into 
immediate  contact  with  it — destributions  of  one  thousand 
pounds  of  bacon  among  three  hundred  families,  or  five  hun- 
dred bushels  of  corn  to  four  hundred  families — hundreds  of 
women  and  children  walking  ten  or  twenty  miles  for  this 
pittance,  and  carrying  it  to  their  homes — with  the  name  of 
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Maryland  indelibly  stamped  on  their  memory,  not  less  pain- 
ful to  read  are  the  scores  of  letters  breathing  gratitude  to 
Maryland,  as  if  she  had  gone  beyond  her  duty  in  relieving 
her  suffering  countrymen,  and  acquired  some  special  claim 
for  grateful  acknowledgments. 

In  conclusion,  the  Commissioners  beg  to  present  a  general 
statement  of  their  receipts  and  disbursements,  a  copy  of 
which  with  the  details  are  deposited  with  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  as  directed  by  the  6th  section  of  the  Act,  a  tabular 
statement  of  the  shipments  to  the  different  States,  and  a  state- 
ment of  the  private  contributions  which  passed  through  their 
hands. 

TH08.  SWANN, 

ISRAEL  M.  PARR, 

Tres't  Corn  &  Flour  Exchange. 

A.  SCHUMACHER, 

Pres't  Board  of  Trade.. 
THOS.  W.  LEVERING, 
PHILIP  P.  PENDLETON, 
ALEXANDER  RIEMAN, 
LAWRENCE  SANGSTON. 

Baltimore,  December  20th_,  1867. 


Private  Contridutions  of  Provisions. 

10,038  bushels  corn. 
12,948  pounds  bacon. 
?A  barrels  offloui'. 

4  bags  flour. 

t       2  bags  corn  meal. 

2  barrels  corn  meal. 

2  barrels  of  fisb. 

2  barrels  beans. 

1  box  clothing,      ^ 

1  box  dry  goods,    >  contents  unknown. 

1  box  groceries,     ) 
1  roll  of  cloth. 
$20  in  groceries. 

Ml         1    1     X'      ?  sent    to  Polish   exiles    in  Spott- 

5  barrels  beet,     ?         i       •  4.      -it- 

'     )      sylvania  county,  Va. 

1,623.65  in  money. 

Estimated  value  in  money,  $21,000. 


[Shipments  to  the  Different  States. 

North  Carolina — 6,148  bushels  corn. 
40,496  pounds  bacon. 
24  barrels  flour. 
2  barrels  hominy. 
2  barrels  fish. 
$2,500  in  cash  to  purchase  provisions. 

•Soiitli  Carolina — 18,143  bushels  corn. 
53,062  pounds  bacon. 
10  barrels  flour. 
4  bags  flour. 
2  bags  corn  meal. 
2  barrels  beans. 
1  box  groceries. 

1  dry  goods,    )  ^^^^^^^g  unknown. 
1  clothing,      ^ 

■Georgia — 13,534  bushels  corn. 

37,000  pounds  of  bacon. 

Alabama — 14,832  bushels  corn. 

39,853  pounds  of  bacon. 

Mississippi — $8,000  in  cash  to  purchase  provisions. 

Louisiana — $11,000  in  cash  to  purchase  provisions. 


Dr.     Sfcde  Relief   Commissioners  in  Account  with  State  of 

Maryland. 


1867. 
Sept.  1 


To  cash  paid  for  42,619  bushels  corn... 

"  "         26,350  corn  sacks 

"■  ''         158,463  lbs.  bacon.... 

"  "         Freights 

To  Labor  and  Drayage 

To  Shipping,  charges  at  Southern  ports 

To  Insurance 

To  Interest 

To  Advertising 

To  Printing,  Stationery,  Postage,  &c... 
To  J.W.Zacharie,  Agentat  N.  Orleans. 
To  Benj.  G.  Humphreys,  Gov.  of  Miss. 
To  D.    M.  Barringer,  Agent,  Raleigh, 

N.C '. 

To  Yellow  Fever  Sufferers  in  Galveston 

and  New  Orleans 

To  Ladies'  Southern  Relief  Association. 
To  Ladies'  Depository 


$49,389 

01 

4,422  40 

18,825 

58 

4,346 

04 

934 

13 

1,688  67 

983 

80 

994 

05 

87 

62 

68 

95 

11,000 

00 

8,000 

00 

2,500 

00 

1,446 

96 

1,186 

44 

750 

00 

$106,623 

65 

Cr. 


1867. 
July  1 
Sept.  1 


By  cash  from  State  Treasurer 

By  cash  from  private  contributions  to 
date 


$100,000  00 
6,623  65 


$106,623  65 


LAWRENCE  SANGSTON, 

Com'r  and  Sec'yof  Boai^d. 


